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Abstract
The purpose of  this study was to examine current elementary music 

teachers’ (N = 57) perceptions of  multicultural music in the classroom.   

A survey of  10 questions was administered referring to the importance 

of  multicultural music, songs, texts, instruments used, and initial 

preparedness for instruction. The mean importance rating was 6.92 (SD
= 1.97), while the mean preparedness rating was 3.89 (SD = 1.14), both 

using a 10-point Likert-type scale.  A Pearson  Product Moment 

correlation test revealed a moderately-strong correlation between the 

number of  undergraduate ethnomusicology courses taken and initial 

preparedness to teach multicultural music in the classroom r (54) = .526, 

p < .05.   Less than one-third (n = 17) of  the teachers reported using 

authentic musical instruments in the classroom, while nearly all (n = 51) 

reported using either a Macmillan/McGraw Hill or Silver-Burdett music 

text for multicultural lesson planning and delivery.  When considering 

which teachers are using authentic musical instruments in their 

classroom, there was a significant main effect for years of  experience,     

t (53) = 2.44, p < .05.  The results of  this study suggest that thorough 

pre-service multicultural music pedagogy may better prepare teachers 

for the increase in classroom diversity. 
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Examples of reported authentic instruments in use:

1. African: djembe, shekere, agogo 
2. Latin American: maraca, guiro, conga
3. Asian: gong
4. Caribbean: steel drum 

96% of instruments reported were percussion instruments

Distribution of Multicultural Percussion 
Instruments in the Classroom

Question M SD

Importance? 6.92 1.79

Preparedness? 3.89 1.14

Ethnomusicology Courses? 0.74 2.37

Of the 25 reported favorite songs to teach, these 

two received the most mentions:

Kye Kye Kule, Ghanaian

J'entends le Moulin, French


